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THE WEEK 


IN EUROPE 





NSPETACULAR but not unimpor- 

tant have been the developments of 
the week in Western Europe. Post-elec- 
tions maneuvers and realignments have 
absorbed much of the public attention 
in France and Germany. Daily British 
“crises” continue to leave the Labor Gov- 
ernment firmly in power. The permanent 
civil service in Germany and the allied 
countries are continuing their study of 
the Dawes Report and apparently are 
planning legislation to make it effective. 
Perhaps the inevitable delay in putting 
it into effect, due to the elections, may 
not prove to be as serious as many ob- 
servers have feared. Public opinion in 
both France and Germany tends to crys- 
tallize in favor of its acceptance as the 
only basis for peace. 


France 

HE victorious leaders of the Left 

have not yet agreed as to the per- 

sonnel of the new ministry. It is com- 
monly thought that Herriot, leader of the 
Radical Socialists, will succeed Poincaré 
on the latter’s resignation, June 1. But 
his tenure may be limited to a few weeks. 
sriand would seem to have a much bet- 
ter chance to maintain a working ma- 
jority through his ability to secure the 
adherence of some of the more moderate 
groups. 

The program of the Left, likewise, as 
yet undefined, will according to the 
statements of various leaders probably 
include: 

(1) Reduction of the period of military 
service from eighteen months to a year or 
nine months; 

(2) Recognition of Russia; 

(3) Less dependence on the policy of alli- 
ances and more on the League of Nations; 

(4) The acceptance of the Dawes Report 


unqualifiedly or with less serious reserva- 
tions than those of Poincaré; 


(5) A reasoned effort to strengthen the 
forces of liberalism in Germany and to co- 
operate sympathetically with Britain. 

Germany 

HE Governmental! parties—the Cen- 

ter, German Peoples Party, and the 
Democratic Party—are gaining confi- 
dence that with the probable coopera- 
tion of the Socialists they will be able to 
continue in power despite the opposition 
of the Nationalists. Disagreements in 
the Nationalist ranks and the unex- 
pected defeat of Poincaré have contribu- 
ted substantially towards this result. 
Certainly unless the Nationalists agree to 
accept the Dawes Report, a most strenu- 
ous effort will be made to carry on the 
Government without them. The ac- 
cumulating evidence that the Marx- 
Stresemann government is staking its fu- 
ture on the Dawes Report is a hopeful 
a2ugury. 

To quote one German editor: “France 
did her duty at the polls. Now, German 
Reich and German Government do 
yours.” 

Great Britain 


HE Liberal success in France was in- 

terpreted in Britain as a victory for 
Ramsay MacDonald’s policy of concilia- 
tion. Had he attacked Poincaré, the Na- 
tional Bloc might still be in power. Even 
the conservative opposition recognizes 
MacDonald’s improved position. After 
learning the news of the French elec- 
tions Baldwin tried in vain to withdraw 
his proposed vote of censure on the 
abolition of the McKenna 33 per cent 
duties on automobiles. As a result, La- 
bor received a decisive vote of confi- 
dence. Today MacDonald occupies a 
position of the highest strategic import- 
ance in international affairs. 

JAMES G. MCDONALD. 

















The Changing Little Entente 


ZECHO-SLOVAKIA and Italy, as 

the result of negotiations recently 
completed by Mussolini and Benes, have 
agreed to a compact which, according to 
a special dispatch in the New York 
Times of May 17, may be summarized 
as follows: 

(1) A state of friendship is established 

between the two countries. 


(2) Both bind themselves to observe 
scrupulously the existing peace treaties, 
especially those of St. Germain, of the 
Trianon and of Neuilly; that is, those with 
Austria, Hungary and Bulgaria. 


(3) Each agrees to attempt to secure a 
peaceful settlement of any question which 
may arise between the other and any third 
power. 


(4) Failing to secure under these cir- 
cumstances a peaceful settlement, the rep- 
resentatives of the two powers agree to con- 
sider the advisability of taking concerted ac- 
tion and to decide what such action shall be. 
This treaty, following so soon after 

that between Jugoslavia and Italy, may 
mark the extension of the Little Entente 
to include Italy, possibly replacing Rou- 
mania. 


Two Americans Abroad 


ENRY MORGENTHALU, former Am- 

bassador to Turkey, returned to this 
country on May 19 after a brilliant 
achievement as Chairman of the Greek 
Refugee Settlement Commission of the 
League of Nations. The same day Lith- 
uania ratified the Memel settlement 
worked out by former Under-Secretary 
of State Norman Davis as head of 
another League Commission. Mr. Mor- 
genthau’s work resulted in the assimila- 
tion into the normal life of Greece of ap- 
proximately 500,000 refugees. At least 
a million more are yet to be settled on 
the land or placed in Greek industries. 
Mr. Morgenthau’s leadership bridged 
over a very difficult period and may have 
made possible the ultimate absorption 
of all the refugees from Asia Minor and 
Eastern Thrace. 


Thus one American performs a great 
humanitarian task abroad, while another 
achieves a political and diplomatic vic- 
tory for peace. With neither task did 
our government have any official connec- 
tion. Perhaps Washington will now make 
available to Greece, the $30,000,000 bal- 
ance of the $50,000,000 war loan which 
the Greek representatives claim is legally 
and morally due their government. 


The Lausanne Treaty Becomes Effective 


HE Lausanne Treaty between Tur- 

key and Greece and the four chief 
Allied powers is to become effective 
within the next few days through ratifi- 
cation by Japan—Great Britain and Italy 
already having taken affirmative action. 
This treaty is similar to the Turco-Amer- 
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Senate and which is now being consid- 
ered by the Foreign Relations Commit. 
tee. 


report on this treaty from its sub-com- 
mittee which has been studying the © 
problems involved for nearly six months, © 


Lodge versus Coolidge 


ENATOR LODGE’S new World Court 

has received a very chilly reception. © 
Only one writer of any authortiy, Chand- 
ler P. Anderson, who is generally accred- 
ited with having drafted the statute of | 
the Lodge Court, has spoken up in its 
defense. Against the proposal to ask 7 
forty-seven nations to scrap the Perma- © 
nent Court of International Justice, 
there has been very active opposition. 


This is illustrated by protests from promi- 7 


nent Republicans addressed to Senator 
Lodge and his Republican colleagues in 
the Foreign Relations Committee and by 
a statement sent to the Senate last Mon- 
day on behalf of the more than forty na- 
tional organizations which recently ap- 
peared at the hearings in Washington on 
behalf of the Permanent Court of Inter- 
national Justice. 


At a dinner conference, May 20, at 
the White House, with Senator Lodge 
and five of his associates, President Cool- 
idge is said to have reiterated his desire 
for action at this session to make possible 
adherence to the Permanent Court. Will 
the Republican leaders in the Senate on 
this issue, too, desert the President? 
Events of the next few days will give the 
answer. 


Why Not Mobilize for Peace? 


HE War Department is utilizing 

every available agency to stimulate 
widespread interest in its plans for a 
trial mobilization next fall of the re- 
sources and man-power of the country 
for war. General Pershing in a recent 
address emphasized the importance of 
this campaign as a phase of war prepar- 
edness. Why in the face of the very gen- 
eral criticism in this country of so-called 
“militarism” in Europe, should govern- 
mental agencies be permitted to conduct 
extensive militarist propaganda here? 
If governmental departments are to be 
propaganda agencies at all, it would be 
more fitting to mobilize for peace. 


Boxer Indemnity Remitted 


LITTLE-NOTICED act of gener- 

osity and justice was the passage by 
the House May 7, and the Senate May 12, 
of a resolution to provide for the remis- 
sion of further payments of the annual in- 
stalments of the Chinese Boxer Indem- 
nity. Congressman Porter, Chairman of 
the House Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, initiated and urged this measure. 
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